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another son of the Iowa soil, Henry 
Wallace, attended his first Cabinet 
meeting and suggested that the great-
est challenge of the era involved the 
need to develop higher yielding crops 
in the developing world. Franklin Roo-
sevelt’s preoccupation at the time was 
presumably on the war in Europe and 
the possibility that the United States 
would soon become engaged. Accord-
ingly, he suggested that Wallace, an 
agronomist credited with the develop-
ment of hybrid corn, contact principals 
of the Rockefeller Brothers Foundation 
in New York to see if they would be in-
terested in advancing such a project, 
initially in Mexico. They were and they 
did. The individual they selected to 
lead the initiative was Norman 
Borlaug, who three decades later re-
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize for pio-
neering leadership of the Green Revolu-
tion, the astonishing biogenetic ad-
vancement which saved the lives of 
millions on the planet. 

The Congress and the American peo-
ple have reason to suggest with pride 
that part of the American family is 
this gentle scientist from Cresco, Iowa. 
We honor him tonight and thank him 
for his service to humanity. 

f 

GATORS WIN IT ALL 

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, as a proud University of Flor-
ida alumnus who bleeds orange and 
blue, I too want to add my congratula-
tions to the Gator men’s basketball 
team on winning their first national 
championship last night. The Univer-
sity of Florida is renowned and has al-
ways excelled in academics, and has 
been noted for their accomplishments 
on the football field. Now we can add 
basketball to the list of accomplish-
ments. 

The Gator nation continues to make 
its mark and make her alumni and the 
Gator family proud. 

Mr. Speaker, I have only one addi-
tional thing to say and that is, 2 bits, 
4 bits, 6 bits, a dollar, all for the 
Gators, stand up and holler. Go Gators. 

f 

HONORING NORMAN BORLAUG 

(Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today also to honor Dr. 
Norman Borlaug, whose contributions 
have unquestionably made the world a 
better place. 

Dr. Borlaug grew up in Iowa, but 
earned his Ph.D. in 1942 at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in my home State. 
Go Gophers. 

In 1944 Dr. Borlaug participated in a 
project to boost wheat production that 
began in Mexico and spread to India, 
Pakistan and Africa. The project 

sparked the Green Revolution that lit-
erally saved millions, hundreds of mil-
lions of lives. 

In recognition for these efforts, Dr. 
Borlaug was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1970, the only person to have 
received the award in either the agri-
culture or food production fields. 

On behalf of all Minnesotans I would 
like to congratulate Dr. Borlaug on his 
distinguished career and remarkable 
contributions, and thank my good 
friend, TOM LATHAM of Iowa, for his 
leadership on this matter. 

f 

b 1930 

THE CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR 
DISASTER 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, as the 
world prepares to commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the Chernobyl nu-
clear disaster, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 703 recognizing the 
20th anniversary of the Chernobyl nu-
clear disaster and supporting continued 
efforts to control radiation and miti-
gate the adverse health consequences 
related to the Chernobyl nuclear power 
plant. 

The scope of the devastation that fol-
lowed that explosion was truly unprec-
edented. More than 600,000 emergency 
workers, liquidators, risked their lives 
putting out the reactor’s inferno that 
raged for 10 days while exposing them-
selves to extremely high and deadly 
doses of radiation. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people were forced to leave 
their homes because of radioactive con-
tamination. More than 5 million people 
in Ukraine, Belarus, and Western Rus-
sia found themselves coping with life 
in towns and villages contaminated by 
iodine and cesium. 

In the RECORD I will place a full 
statement regarding this resolution as 
well as support from the Children of 
Chernobyl Relief Fund and the 
Chernobyl Children’s Project Inter-
national for the incredible work that 
they continue to do two decades later 
in dealing with the devastation that 
still lives. 

f 

HONORING DR. NORMAN BORLAUG 

(Mr. LATHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Nor-
man Borlaug is an American superhero 
that few people have ever heard of. 

Dr. Borlaug’s campaign to save the 
lives of the world’s neediest people 
through agricultural science deserves 
special recognition. 

How many lives has he saved? Dr. 
Borlaug’s innovative leadership in 
plant breeding and agricultural produc-
tion is credited with saving the lives of 
nearly 1 billion people from starvation. 
That is right: one billion souls. 

In 1994 he was given the task of re-
searching high-yield and disease-resist-
ant cereal grains. Through trial and 
error, Dr. Borlaug’s successful efforts 
led to the development of varieties of 
wheat that completely altered produc-
tion agriculture as it was known then 
in places like Pakistan and India and 
Mexico. 

The dwarf wheat variety he devel-
oped allowed farmers to produce far 
more grain per acre than anyone could 
have predicted. This newfound bounty 
gave the world’s poorest people access 
to food, ensuring that children, who 
would have been victims of malnutri-
tion, could thrive. His landmark dis-
coveries in agriculture led to what is 
called today the ‘‘Green Revolution.’’ 

Dr. Borlaug is a legendary figure 
within the agricultural community, 
and his name is held in high regard 
around the world. However, this 
Cresco, Iowa, native is a very modest 
man who once said that his accom-
plishments were ‘‘a temporary success 
in man’s war against hunger and depri-
vation.’’ 

Almost 40 years since receiving the 
Nobel Peace Prize, he continues at age 
92 to work for improvement of man-
kind. 

For this reason I introduced H.R. 
4924, which is a bill to award Dr. Nor-
man Borlaug the Congressional Gold 
Medal for his lifetime of service to the 
world. 

Dr. Borlaug’s leadership has inspired 
so many of our best and brightest stu-
dents to pursue careers in agricultural 
sciences. His work and the work of fu-
ture innovators will live on in the lives 
of those who have been spared the mis-
ery of starvation. 

I ask my colleagues to consider add-
ing their names to H.R. 4924 so that we 
can officially recognize this great hu-
manitarian. 

f 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM IS 
INCOMPLETE 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, cam-
paign finance reform is incomplete. So 
many years ago this House and the 
Senate passed what was called BCRA, 
the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act, 
and you know what? It created a glar-
ing loophole that led to the rise in the 
527 groups where a half billion dollars 
flowed through these groups that are 
not subjected to the Federal Elections 
Commission laws, rules, and regula-
tions. 

So this week this House is going to 
take on the need for clamping down on 
these rogue groups that funnel cam-
paign money in noncampaign entities. 
It is important for us, as leaders of this 
country, to have full disclosure of peo-
ple that participate in politics. So I am 
proud that this House is going to do 
what is right and reform 527s and apply 
the Federal elections law to them. And 
that is what this House is going to do. 
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